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newspaper.) In the second part Peter drags the
dead man to land, and starts on the ass's back to
find the survivors. In the third part a vague
spiritual chastisement falls on Peter Bell for his
previous wickedness. Plot there is no more than
this, and if proof were wanted of the inherent
innocence of Wordsworth's mind, it is afforded by
the artless struggles which he makes to paint a very
wicked man. Peter Bell has had twelve wives, he
is indifferent to primroses upon a river's brim, and
he beats asses when they refuse to stir. This is
really all the evidence brought against one who is
described, vaguely, as combining all vices that " the
cruel city breeds/1

That which close students of the genius of Words-
worth will always turn to seek in Peter Bell is the
sincere sentiment of nature and the studied sim-
plicity of language which inspire its best stanzas.
The narrative is clumsy in the extreme, and the
attempts at wit and sarcasm ludicrous. Yet Peter
Bell contains exquisite things. The Primrose stanza
is known to every one; this is not so familiar :

The dragon's wing, the magic ring,
I shall not covet for my dower.
If I along that lowly way
With sympathetic heart may stray
And with a soul of power.

Nor this, with its excruciating simplicity, its
descriptive accent of 1798 :

/ see a blooming Wood-boy there,
And, if I had the power to say
How sorrowful the wanderer is,
Tour heart would be as sad as his
Till you had kiss'd his tears away /